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Exploring the Concept of Enlightenment and
Moderation: A Comparative Discourse Analysis of
Islam and the West to Foster Interfaith Dialogue

ABSTRACT

This research paper examines the concepts of enlightenment and moderation in
the contexts of Islam and the West and aims to foster interfaith dialogue between
the two. The study employs a comparative discourse analysis methodology to
explore how these two concepts are conceptualized and operationalized in the
two cultures. Through an examination of various texts, including religious
scriptures, philosophical treatises, and political dialogues, the paper identifies
similarities and differences in the two cultures' approaches to enlightenment and
moderation. The study argues that understanding these similarities and
differences can serve as a basis for constructive dialogue and mutual
understanding between the two cultures. Through comparative discourse
analysis, this study examines how these concepts are understood and articulated
in both Islamic and Western contexts, and how they can be used to foster
interfaith dialogue and understanding according to the history and current
scenario. The study draws on a range of primary and secondary sources,
including religious texts, scholarly works, and media coverage of interfaith
dialogue initiatives. The findings of this research contribute to the growing body
of literature on interfaith dialogue and could inform future efforts to promote
peaceful coexistence between Islam and the West. The findings of the study
suggest that while there are some significant differences in the ways that
enlightenment and moderation are conceptualized in Islamic and Western
traditions, there are also important areas of overlap and commonality. Both
traditions emphasize the importance of reason, tolerance, and compassion, and
share a commitment to seeking knowledge and promoting human progress to
get rid of the traditions of the Dark Age.

Key Words: Dialogue, Culture, Dark Age, Enlightenment, History, Islam,
Moderation, West
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Introduction

In the last two centuries, the biggest challenge that Muslims have faced at the
level of thought and belief, culture, politics and economy, and culture and
society, is the all-around domination of the West over humanity. In these two
centuries, the best intellectual and practical efforts of Muslims revolved around
this problem and the point of concentration of all these efforts is to determine
what angle of view and what kind of strategy should be adopted regarding this
situation. Since the domination of the West over the world has gone through
different evolutionary periods, naturally there is a difference in the evaluation
of its nature and essence among the Muslim thinkers of different periods. As it
is clear, this domination was initially in the form of military, political and
economic domination, and until the middle of the twentieth century, the general
idea of thinkers was that the intellectual and civilizing effects of this domination
were being established on Muslim societies, the main source of their power is
the political dominance of the West. In the latter half of the 20th century and
the 21st century, the aspect of the intellectual dominance of the West has come
out more clearly and prominently, and now the fact is being realized that two
different cultural paradigms can exist in parallel in the world and the idea of not
attacking each other on the principle of peaceful coexistence is unrealistic and
imaginary, at least in the present context. We must openly admit the fact that
we are currently living in a world built primarily by the West. Politics and
economy, thought and philosophy, social values and international law, the
currency of the West is prevalent in every sphere and the nations of the world
are collectively striving to achieve the ideals set by the West on a material level.
The dominance of Western collective values has not been limited to indirect
effects, but in the form of international laws and agreements, there is an open
and deliberate attempt to enforce them on the world at the legal level, and all

this is a powerful cultural and being done with moral spirit.

Discourse analysis is a potent instrument for encouraging dialogue and
comprehension among diverse communities. This method involves examining
language, communication, and social practices to reveal hidden assumptions

and beliefs that shape people’s attitudes and beliefs. Concerning the principles
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of enlightenment and moderation, discourse analysis can help evaluate how
these concepts are formulated and comprehended in distinct cultural contexts.
By scrutinizing the language and communication methods used to portray these
ideas, we can unveil underlying assumptions and ideologies that could obstruct

intercultural communication. !

For instance, discourse analysis can be used to explore how the notion of
moderation is interpreted in the Islamic world and the West. By studying the
language and communication practices employed to convey this concept, we
can identify underlying assumptions and ideologies that could be obstructing
intercultural dialogue. We might find that moderation is frequently associated
with cultural practices or political ideologies that could be seen as unfamiliar or
threatening to people from different cultural backgrounds. By encouraging a
more subtle and analytical comprehension of these concepts via discourse
analysis, we can facilitate intercultural dialogue and promote greater
understanding and cooperation between diverse communities. By emphasizing
balance, logic, and critical thinking, we can nurture a culture of openness,

respect, and mutual understanding.
Meaning of Enlightenment

Enlightenment is a term that can be defined in various ways, depending on the
context and the dictionary being consulted. At its core, however, enlightenment
refers to a state of knowledge, understanding, or awareness that goes beyond

the ordinary or mundane.
The literal meaning of Enlightenment is:

"Enlightened: Renered light, illuminated: Instructed, informed:
Furnished with a clear view. Enlightenment: Act of enlightening state being

enlightened or instructed" 2
According to the 20" Century Dictionary meaning of Enlightenment:

"Enlight can be defined as the act of illuminating or kindling light.
Whereas, enlighten is to provide clarity or understanding to the mind by

imparting knowledge or information, and to elevate one's thinking by freeing
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them from prejudices and superstitions. Enlightenment refers to the process of
acquiring knowledge or awareness, and can also be associated with the
philosophical movement of 18th-century French thinkers who believed in

human progress through reason and questioned traditional authority.?
According to the American College of Dictionary:

“Enlightenment" refers to a state of being enlightened or the
philosophical movement of the 18th century characterized by rationalism. It is
a term used to describe the state of having attained knowledge, insight, and

understanding, especially in a spiritual or intellectual sense.*
According to the Encyclopedia of Philosophy:

“The Enlightenment was a philosophical era that emerged during the
18th century and was marked by a vibrant culture of intellectual inquiry. The
movement was comprised of a diverse group of men with varying tendencies.
The period was defined by a push for greater intellectual freedom and
independence, a rejection of entrenched dogmas, and an emphasis on empirical

and materialistic thinking.”. °
According to the Lexicon Universal Encyclopedia:

"The term "Enlightenment™ is used by historians to refer to a predominant
intellectual movement that emerged in the Western world during the 18th
Century. This movement, led by philosophers (known as "philosophes” in
France and "Aufklarer” in Germany), was strongly influenced by the religious
conflicts that arose in the aftermath of the Reformation. The thinkers of the
Enlightenment were committed to secular views based on reason or human
understanding alone, which they believed could bring about positive changes in
every aspect of life. Some of the more radical philosophers, such as Devis

Diderot, sought to push the boundaries even further”. °

In the context of spirituality, enlightenment is often associated with profound
spiritual insight or awakening, and the attainment of a higher level of
consciousness or enlightenment. In this sense, enlightenment may involve a

deep sense of inner peace, clarity, and an understanding of the true nature of
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reality. In 1784 German philosopher Kant wrote a thesis "What is
Enlightenment” He stated

"Enlightenment refers to the emancipation of humans from their self-
imposed state of dependency. This state of dependency arises from the inability
to exercise one's own understanding without guidance from others. It is a self-
inflicted state, not due to a lack of comprehension but rather a lack of conviction
and bravery to employ it independently. The Enlightenment's motto is "Sapere
aude!" or "Dare to be wise!" which urges individuals to have the courage to

employ their own intellect." ’

In philosophical discourse, Enlightenment is typically associated with the
Enlightenment period of the 18th century, which was characterized by a
rejection of traditional authority and the promotion of reason, science, and
humanism. In this sense, enlightenment refers to a movement of intellectual and
cultural progress, which sought to challenge the dogma and superstition of the
past and promote the values of reason, rationality, and human freedom.

According to the Encyclopedia of Americana:

"Philosophy of the name popularly given to much of the philosophical
thought of the 18th century, which cat loose from superstition and attempted to

establish reason as the foundation of all belief and of all rules of conduct." 8
According to the Encyclopedia of Humanities and Social Sciences:

"The notion of human nature that emerged during the Enlightenment
emphasized the importance of self-expression and fulfillment, along with the
freedom to think without any form of censorship or the fear of being

oppressed."®

In modern times, the term enlightenment is often used more broadly to refer to
any kind of transformative experience or moment of insight that leads to a
greater understanding of oneself, the world, or the human condition. This can
include psychological or emotional breakthroughs, creative epiphanies, or even
moments of great inspiration or revelation. Ultimately, the meaning of

enlightenment is shaped by a variety of cultural, spiritual, and intellectual
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factors, and can take on different meanings depending on the context in which

it is used.
Meaning of Moderation

According to various dictionaries, moderation is the quality of being moderate,
which means avoiding extremes and finding a balance. It is the act of keeping
things within reasonable limits, without going to excess or being too extreme in
one's actions or opinions. Moderation is often associated with self-control and

restraint, and it is considered to be a virtue in many cultures and religions.
According to the Al Mawrid dictionary:

"ModerationJi.ze¥l can refer to a young woman who has a pleasing and

well-proportioned physique, or to poetry that is well-crafted and balanced in its
structure and content. It is a term used to describe something that is neither too
much nor too little, but rather falls in the middle range, like a body that is neither
too tall nor too short, or water that is neither too hot nor too cold. It can also be

compared to a pleasant and temperate day where the air is comfortable." 1°

For (Jl.eyt) in English, the word moderation is used for this purpose.

According to the Twentieth Century Encyclopedia:

"State of being moderate, or of keeping a due mean between extreme or
excess of violence; temperance. Restraint of violent passion or indulgence of

appetite; frugality in expenses calmness of mind." 1!

In addition to its general definition, moderation can also have specific meanings
in different contexts. For example, in the context of alcohol consumption,
moderation refers to the practice of drinking in a way that does not cause harm
to oneself or others. Similarly, in the context of diet and nutrition, moderation
means eating a balanced and healthy diet that includes all the necessary

nutrients, without overindulging in any particular food or drink.

The word Moderation is described in the "The World Book Dictionary":
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"Moderation: (i) The action or fact of moderating: we all welcomed the
moderation of the uncomfortably hot weather (ii) Freedom from excess proper
restraint; temperance; The government adopted a policy of moderation during
the crisis (iii) calmness, lack of violence. By common understanding by
tolerance and by the virtue of moderation (New York Times). In moderation
within limits; not going to extremes; The doctor advised him to eat and drink in

moderation" 12

Exploring the meaning of moderation can help us understand the importance of
finding a balance in our lives and avoiding excess in all aspects. It is a valuable
concept that can help us achieve our goals and lead a fulfilling life.

Definition of Secularism:

Secularism is a concept that has different meanings for different people and
contexts. Generally, secularism refers to the principle of separating the state and
religious institutions. In this sense, the state is neutral towards religion and does
not favour any particular religion over another. This separation of religion and
state is often seen as a way to promote freedom of belief and prevent religious
discrimination according to Western meaning. To explore the meaning of
secularism, one can consult various dictionaries. For instance, the Oxford

English Dictionary defines secularism as:

“Secular pertains to things that are not related to religion or spirituality.
This can refer to buildings, attitudes towards death, or even a Christian church
that is not governed by religious laws. It can also describe individuals who are
not part of a religious or monastic community. The words "secularism” and

"secularist" are derived from this term.”!3

In Merriam-Webster Dictionary the Definition of Secular is:

“This statement describes something that is related to the material or secular
world, not overtly or specifically related to religion, and not part of a religious
order or congregation. It can also refer to clergy who are not bound by monastic

vows or rules.” 14
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According to the Collins World English Dictionary:

Philosophy is a set of beliefs that excludes religion, particularly in matters of
ethics, or the perspective that religion should not be involved in governmental
affairs or the concept of secularism. As it is defined in Encyclopedia Britannica

like the following

“The shift in society away from a focus on the afterlife towards life on
earth is referred to as secularism. During the European Middle Ages, religious
individuals were inclined to disdain worldly matters and concentrate on God
and the afterlife. This medieval trend was countered by secularism during the
Renaissance, which brought about the development of humanism, prompting
people to display a greater interest in human cultural achievements and their
realization in this world. Throughout modern history, the movement toward
secularism has been continuous, and it has frequently been viewed as an
opposition to Christianity and religion. However, in the latter half of the 20th
century, some theologians began advocating for secular Christianity, which
involved finding opportunities in the world to promote Christian values rather
than solely focusing on the sacred and otherworldly. These theologians suggest
that the message of Jesus can be fully realized in the everyday affairs of secular

urban living.”. "

Other dictionaries might offer additional nuances or interpretations of the term.
However, it's worth noting that the meaning of secularism can vary depending
on the context in which it is used. For example, in some countries, secularism
may be seen as a way to protect minority religions from the domination of the
majority religion. In other countries, secularism may be seen as a threat to
traditional religious values and practices. Ultimately, the meaning of secularism
is a complex and nuanced topic that can be understood through a range of

perspectives and definitions. Marco Mavromara Writes:

“The principle of separation between the church and state is a crucial
component of genuine representative democracies. Its significance lies in
safeguarding the religious freedom of all groups in society by preventing any

particular group from imposing its beliefs or practices on others. In France, it is
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known as laicité, while in English, it is commonly referred to as secularism.
However, what many people are not aware of is the recent change in the
definition of the term. The traditional understanding of secularism is that the
government and all public services remain impartial in matters pertaining to one
or more religions. In contrast, if one were to consult the Princeton Wordnet, the
definition provided is that of a doctrine that dismisses religion and religious

considerations. This marks a significant departure from neutrality to rejection.”
16

According to the Encyclopedia of Britannica:

“The impact of modernization is widespread, reaching various aspects
of society such as the economic, political, and social systems. One example of
modernization in the economic realm is the process of industrialization.” */

"Beneath all of this lies an inclination that sociologists have referred to
as secularization. This refers to the shift towards conducting activities in a
rational, utilitarian manner based on impersonal values and patterns, rather than
relying on traditional or ceremonial ones.”*®
In Islamic societies, the concept of secularism is often viewed as a means to
protect the rights of individuals to practice their religion freely and to ensure
that the state does not impose any particular religious doctrine on its citizens.
However, many scholars and leaders in the Muslim world believe that
secularism should be based on the principles of Islamic law, or Shariah and that

the state should play a role in enforcing these principles.

Maryam Jameelah Wrote about modernization

"Various labels are used to describe modernism, such as communism,
socialism, capitalism, pragmatism, positivism, fascism, Nazism, Zionism,
Kamalism, and Arab nationalism. Yet, upon closer inspection, it becomes clear
that these modern ideologies, despite their conflicting beliefs and animosity
towards each other, are essentially just different offshoots of the same
fundamental ideology.” *°
Maryam Jameelah writes

"Modernism places great importance on being "current"” or "up to date,"

making the latest trends in fashion, cars, or entertainment highly valued.
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Additionally, a key tenet of modernist ideology is to minimize family bonds and
domestic life as much as feasible.”
Brian Wilson writes

"During the seventeenth century, Europe underwent a significant and
prolonged transformation that would bring about a revolution in the Western
world and have far-reaching impacts across the globe. This period referred to as
the modern era by historians, was characterized by the sequential emergence of
rationalism, science, political liberalism, secularism, industrialization, and
imperialism.?
Abid Ullah Jan Wrote:

“Anti-Islam forces have now turned secularism into a cornerstone of
democracy. They consider the establishment of liberal democracy as impossible
without secularism. This is the turning point. The reason Islam is posing a
challenge to declining democracy is simple: a secular state cannot cultivate
virtue and a virtue-less state system rejecting transcendental truth is well on the
way to committing suicide”. %

Secularism, which is the separation of religion and state, is a concept that has
been widely debated and discussed in the Muslim world. According to the
Islamic perspective, secularism does not necessarily mean the complete
separation of religion and state, but rather the freedom of religion and the
protection of the rights of minorities. Islam recognizes the importance of
respecting the beliefs and traditions of all people and encourages peaceful
coexistence among people of different faiths. Despite the differing
interpretations of secularism in the Islamic world, many Muslims agree that the
principles of democracy and human rights are compatible with Islamic
teachings. Some argue that democracy is an Islamic value, as it is based on the
principles of consultation and consensus-building, which are encouraged in
Islamic societies. Others argue that human rights are an essential aspect of
Islamic teachings, as the Quran emphasizes the importance of justice and

fairness for all people.??

Mazher Uddin Siddigi Wrote:
"Modernism upholds the sovereignty of reason, in contrast to

medievalism which did not challenge authority and accepted it without
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question. While the medieval individual could be easily silenced by authority,
the modern individual demands reasons and justifications for all commands,
regardless of the source of authority - be it political or religious. Unlike their
medieval counterparts, modern individuals seek to understand the reasons
behind authority's commands and do not obey blindly. However, it should be
noted that medieval individuals were not devoid of reason.”%

The concept of secularism in the Islamic world is a complex and
multifaceted issue. While some Muslims view it as a means to protect religious
freedoms and minority rights, others believe that it should be based on the
principles of Islamic law. However, there is a growing recognition among
Muslims that democracy and human rights are compatible with Islamic

teachings and should be embraced in the quest for a just and equitable society.

Evolution of Enlightenment

Enlightenment, in the context of Islam, refers to the awakening of the human
intellect to the truth of God's existence and the recognition of His unity. This
concept is central to Islamic theology, which emphasizes the importance of
seeking knowledge and wisdom as a means of attaining closeness to God. In the
Islamic tradition, enlightenment is not just a cognitive process but also a
spiritual one that involves the purification of the soul.

Anthony Kenny Wrote about it:

“During the "Dark Ages" from the fifth to the eleventh century there was
no one much to think about politics in abstract or general terms and there was
no audience to be addressed. The mental equipment of Dark Age rulers was a
compound of Germanic memories of the war band and some colourful
mementoes of the Roman imperial past, the most notable of them being

Charlemagne’s inauguration of the Holy Roman Empire". 2

According to the Oxford History of Western History:

"From Barbarian kingdom to Feudal society. The final collapse of the
Western Roman Empire in 476 did not lead at once to fundamental social and
political disintegration. Room’s western possessions were divided in sizeable

portions among a set of Germanic tribes." 2°
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In the Western context, the Enlightenment refers to a period of intellectual and
philosophical development in Europe during the 17th and 18th centuries. This
period was characterized by a shift towards rationalism, individualism, and
scientific inquiry, which challenged traditional religious and political
institutions. The Enlightenment emphasized the importance of reason and
empirical evidence as the basis for knowledge and rejected dogmatism and

superstition.

Feudalism was the device by which a measure of cohesion was introduced into
the fragments into which the centralized Roman polity had dissolved. Lasser
Lords, masters of economically self-sufficient manors, with their own courts
and modest armed forces, were the vassals of greater lords, with wide-spread
holdings, to whom they gave armed support and increasingly, money."28
Brain Wilson wrote about it

"Certainly, there are numerous other variations in beliefs and customs
that could be identified between Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism.
Nonetheless, it is crucial to recognize that even with the dominant Christendom
ideology, their unity could not be upheld for an extended period." %’

According to Britannica "Western Schism “is:

" During a specific time in the history of the Roman Catholic Church,
which spanned from 1378 to 1417, there were multiple popes who competed for
followers, had their own sacred college of cardinals, and separate administrative
offices. At first, there were two rival popes, and later on, a third one emerged.”
28
According to the Encyclopedia of Philosophy:

"The proper functioning of reason was hindered by various factors such
as the influence of the church, state, social and economic class, superstition,
ignorance, prejudice, poverty, and vice, all working in tandem. If the
philosophers of the time were surveyed using modern methods, they would
likely have ranked the Roman Catholic Church and all Christian churches as the
most significant corrupting force. Additionally, the priests were viewed as

selfish, cruel, and intolerant.” ?°

Abid Ullah Jan wrote his book “The End of Democracy”
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“The consequences of modern forms of Hedonism are not limited to the
social environment. At social level, the modern pursuit of happiness has resulted
in extreme expressions of escapism such as drug abuse and alcoholism affecting
even the youngest members of society. "Happiness" has been translated almost
exclusively into the category of "feelings". At political level, all such doctrines
of escaping pain and anything uncomfortable have made their impact on the
concept of democracy, liberation and human rights. Hedonism is making value
judgments, which in the hierarchical structure of philosophy produces a system
of ethics, which in turn produces behaviour patterns of morality. As in all forms
of philosophy based on secularism, Hedonism removes the Transcendent,
destroys any Ultimate basis for Truth and Goodness, and leaves us with
"feelings", preferences, and a very subjective basis for ethics and morality.
Realizing that Islam is the only alternative to the godless social governing
philosophies and mechanisms, secularists are getting more hostile towards
Islam. The secularization of Muslim societies is, thus, intensified under the
name of promoting moderate Islam. Secular leaders of Muslim countries are
now entering into strange agreements for promoting moderate Islam”. *
Although there are cultural disparities, the idea of enlightenment can serve as a
means to foster communication and mutual comprehension across different
groups. The Enlightenment movement highlights the significance of rationality
and factual evidence, which is a shared principle between the Western and
Islamic traditions. Both cultures value the pursuit of knowledge to gain insight
into the truth.

Renaissance Movement

The Renaissance was coloured in many hues, changing sometimes subtly,
sometimes sharply. Often swift contrasts and contradictions are basic to human
nature and present in nearly every man; what brings them so clearly into focus
in the Renaissance is the fact that history was in rapid movement and Italy was
in a state of accelerated transition.

Maryam Jameelah, Wrote in Islam and Modernism

"During the Renaissance, Europe's foremost intellectuals rejected

Christianity and instead held an unqguestioning admiration for the classical
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cultures of Greece and Rome. This led to a revival and renewal of pagan beliefs,
signifying a return to the original themes of Western civilization and shaping its
development ever since."3!
Johan R. Hale says

"The fundamental aspects of human nature have remained relatively
constant throughout history. People have always had a desire for food and
material possessions, formed familial relationships, experienced joy on sunny
days and sadness on rainy days, pursued peace while engaging in conflict, and
produced beautiful art while also committing heinous crimes. Nevertheless,
certain historical periods have led individuals to believe that their era was
markedly distinct from those that came before. Among such periods, the Italian
Renaissance stands out as particularly notable. Renaissance thinkers believed

that their time represented a momentous shift in the course of human history.”%?

The Renaissance era was marked by stark differences and paradoxes. It was
characterized by the presence of influential figures such as ruthless military
leaders, cunning politicians, and strong-willed personalities, alongside talented
artists, sensitive poets, and devoted scholars. While some individuals enjoyed
immense wealth, there were also countless others who struggled with dire
poverty. The period was one in which some engaged in excessive and indulgent
behaviour, yet others devoted their nights to prayer and contemplation.
G.R. Elton says

"The term "Renaissance" has been so much bandied about by historians
that it is difficult to know today how to use it, or whether to use it at all. Yet
after the disputes, after all the discovery of others" renaissance™ at various times,
it seems to me that the name still deserves its place in the historical vocabulary
and can have a precise meaning".®
He also stated
" The Renaissance can be characterized as an era where there was a deliberate
attempt to revive the accomplishments of the ancient world, leading to the
emergence of fresh intellectual and artistic perspectives and outcomes." 3
Abid Ullah Jan wrote:

“The notion that all truth is relative and that everyone's beliefs are
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equally valid may appear to be a tolerant and open-minded perspective.
However, this is a mistake as it assumes that all contradictory truth claims are
equally true. This is damaging to the search for objective truth and undermines
the effort to establish consistent standards. For example, it is not possible for
prostitution and homosexuality to be both right and wrong at the same time and
in the same context. In such a society, legislation becomes meaningless as there
IS no way to determine what is objectively true. Every individual has the right
to their own standards and opinions, but this does not mean that all beliefs or
belief systems are equally valid. The idea that all viewpoints, moralities, and
beliefs are equally true is clearly absurd. Neither the State nor any other entity
has the right to force people to hold certain beliefs, but this does not mean that
all beliefs should be treated as equally valid.”®

It is an illusion to suppose that any event or phenomenon in politics
administration, or diplomacy is explained by being called Renaissance, a
Renaissance state, or' Renaissance monarchy' means nothing because here the
term begs the question, which needs a specific answer; however, it can usefully
denote a particular complex of ideas and definable civilization.

The concepts of enlightenment and moderation have been crucial in shaping the
perspectives of societies in both the Islamic world and the West. Despite
differing interpretations across cultural contexts, these concepts share a
common ground in fostering dialogue and comprehension among diverse
communities. Through discourse analysis, this article aims to explore how
enlightenment and moderation are perceived in Islam and the West and how

they can facilitate intercultural communication.

Difference of Concept of Enlightenment and Moderation

Between Islam and the West

Enlightenment, in the context of Islam, refers to the awakening of the human
intellect to the truth of Allah's existence and the recognition of His unity. This
concept is central to Islamic theology, which emphasizes the importance of
seeking knowledge and wisdom as a means of attaining closeness to God. In the
Islamic tradition, enlightenment is not just a cognitive process but also a

spiritual one that involves the purification of the soul. In the Western context,
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the Enlightenment refers to a period of intellectual and philosophical
development in Europe during the 17th and 18th centuries. This period was
characterized by a shift towards rationalism, individualism, and scientific
inquiry, which challenged traditional religious and political institutions. The
Enlightenment emphasized the importance of reason and empirical evidence as

the basis for knowledge and rejected dogmatism and superstition.

Despite these differences in the cultural context, the concept of enlightenment
shares the potential to promote dialogue and understanding between different
communities. The emphasis on reason and empirical evidence in the
Enlightenment, for instance, can be seen as a common ground between the
Islamic tradition and the West, both of which value the importance of seeking

knowledge as a means of attaining truth.

Moderation, in the Islamic context, refers to the principle of balance and
moderation in all aspects of life. This concept is rooted in the Islamic tradition,
which emphasizes the importance of avoiding excess and extremes. The Prophet
Muhammad is reported to have said, "The best of deeds is the one that is
moderate, even if it is little. In the Western context, moderation can be seen as
a similar concept, emphasizing the importance of balance and restraint in all
aspects of life. This concept is reflected in the classical Greek philosophy of the
golden mean, which emphasizes the importance of finding the middle ground

between excess and deficiency.

The concept of moderation, therefore, shares the potential to promote dialogue
and understanding between different communities, emphasizing the importance

of balance and restraint in all aspects of life.
Basic Facts for Formulating Interfaith Dialogue Strategies

It is crucial to note some fundamental facts in relation to the preceding
discussion, that are essential to comprehend when developing any strategy for

interfaith dialogue.

1. The first thing is to understand that the dominance of the West in

comparison to Muslim civilization is not primarily the result of a
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conspiracy, but rather the emergence of an irrevocable divine tradition
regarding the rise and fall of nations. This does not mean that the
element of conspiracies at the human level was not present or driven and
effective in this entire process, nor does it mean that the West did not
violate any human and moral values in achieving this dominance. This
aspect is correct and Muslim in its place. The point that is intended to be
drawn attention to here is that if the Muslim Ummah has been deprived
of global sovereignty under the Sunnah of God, then the main reason
for this is its internal weaknesses, which after taking root, the divine law
It was inevitable that exaltation should be replaced by decline and
calamity. According to the divine law, without this basic condition, the
schemes and conspiracies made by the enemy could not succeed in their
purpose.

2. The second thing is that the hegemony of the West is not a normal ups
and downs happening at the event level, but a nuclear change happening
on the page of history. For the understanding of the causes and behind-
the-scenes preparation, not enough years and decades, but centuries and
millennia are required. In other words, the example of dominance in the
West is not the victory of one country over another country, nor is it the
dominance of one political force over another. It is the supremacy of an
entire civilization emerging from a geographical region of the earth,
fully equipped with the power of thought and philosophy, the abundance
of material resources and the power of swords and weapons, and it has
completely changed the course of world history.

3. The third thing is that the dominance of the West is not just the
dominance of the battlefield. In fact, through scientific sciences, arts and
technology, the source of strength and talent has been discovered in the
field of discovery and utilization of material resources in the world,
which has enabled all the other nations of the world. Which has made
all the other nations of the world dependent on the West to benefit from
their own resources.

4. The fourth thing is, that the dominance of the West is not only material,

but also intellectual and moral and this is its most serious and dangerous
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aspect. This means that the West has not succeeded in subjugating the
nations of the world by mere force. Rather, thought, philosophy,
thinking and imagination are fully equipped with the ability to deeply
affect the human mind in the field of life and west having all the

necessary tools for it.
Conclusion

In the modern age, the promotion of dialogue between Islam and the West has
become increasingly important. One approach that can be used to facilitate this
dialogue is discourse analysis. Discourse analysis is a research method that
examines how language is used in social contexts to construct meaning,
identities, and power relations. In the context of the dialogue between Islam and
the West, discourse analysis can be used to examine how language is used by
different groups to construct and reinforce their identities, beliefs, and values.
For example, discourse analysis can be used to analyze the language used by
Islamic scholars and leaders to explain their views on Islam and its relationship
with the West, as well as the language used by Western policymakers and media

to describe Islam and Muslim societies.

One of the key benefits of using discourse analysis for the promotion of dialogue
between Islam and the West is that it can help to identify the underlying
assumptions and biases that are present in different discourses. By analyzing the
language used by different groups, it is possible to identify the beliefs, values,
and assumptions that underpin their perspectives. This can help to promote
understanding between different groups by highlighting areas of common

ground and areas of disagreement.

Another benefit of discourse analysis is that it can help to challenge stereotypes
and misconceptions that exist between Islam and the West. For example, by
analyzing the language used in media coverage of Islam and Muslim societies,
it is possible to identify the ways in which negative stereotypes are perpetuated
and reinforced. By highlighting these stereotypes, it is possible to challenge
them and promote more accurate and nuanced understandings of Islam and

Muslim societies.
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Discourse analysis can also be used to identify the power relations that exist
between different groups in the dialogue between Islam and the West. For
example, by analyzing the language used by Western policymakers and media,
it is possible to identify the ways in which they exercise power over the
representation of Islam and Muslim societies. By highlighting these power
relations, it is possible to promote more equitable and respectful dialogue

between different groups.

In conclusion, discourse analysis can be a valuable tool for promoting dialogue
between Islam and the West in the contemporary age. By analyzing the language
used by different groups, it is possible to identify underlying assumptions,
challenge stereotypes and misconceptions, and identify power relations. By
promoting more accurate and nuanced understandings of Islam and Muslim
societies, discourse analysis can help to facilitate more respectful and
productive dialogue between different groups.
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