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Government Mechanism and Shariah Ruling over Zakat

Distribution at Provincial Level in Punjab

ABSTRACT

Zakat Cell, organized by the Ministry of Religious Affairs, Government of
Pakistan, makes the annual budget of Zakat data obtained from the State Bank of
Pakistan on June 30 of every year and then after the approval of this budget by the
Prime Minister, Zakat Cell distributes the zakat with a fixed rate based on the
Finance Commission Award (NFC) to all provinces. After transferring the zakat
received from the central zakat fund to the provincial zakat fund, the provincial
zakat fund would distribute all the received zakat amounts in five expenditures i.e.,
Health Centres, Educational Scholarships [General and Technical, Living
Allowance, Marriage Grant, Social Welfare, with the cooperation of its other
sources, namely the provincial volunteer zakat donor and the provincial online
zakat fund. The writer also organized interviews and surveys in the context of
qualitative research in this paper so that the reality can be understood correctly.
During the research, the writer got to read and see some issues in the distribution
system of zakat at the official level in Punjab. Therefore, the writer prepared a
petition and was later sent to the dar al-ifta of the ten major religious universities
of Pakistan to obtain Shari‘a guidance about this research. Below is a description of
some of the Shariah deficits, which have been summarized in the context of the
data received by Dar Ul-Iftas and other fatwas. Some of the deficits are giving Zakat
to non-Muslim poor, payment of Zakat more than the Nisab-e-Zakat amount,

rehabilitation of flood victims and promotion of receiving Zakat i.e., advertisement
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from Zakat wealth, the share of minorities in the jobs of Zakat and Ushar

Department and sharing of donations in the period of Zakat Fund.

Keywords: Religious Affairs; Finance Commission Award; Marriage Grant; dar

al-ifta; Shariah deficits; Rehabilitation
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"Utilization of Zakat Funds : The moneys in a Zakat Fund shall be
utilized for the following purposes, namely--(a)assistance to the
indigent and poor particularly orphans and widows, the handicapped
and the disabled, eligible to receive Zakat under Shariah for their
subsistence or rehabilitation (b) assistance to the needy persons

affected or rendered homeless due to natural calamities like floods

and earthquakes and for their rehablitation’
KK S5t De L s5d 5

ce bt Ui e a5l P i F

5w b L v 62 L CCltne 558567 o

[Uts 2y gefe et P Lismlodler

sl S
TSN SNV N SPRD-LISN E PP R ol -5 LS N -1 - N
_ﬁ;t'/ﬁ.juﬁ ;,uégd}@/}/’»iﬂsﬁaﬁdﬁrwauﬂ}rLiﬁsﬂ&uw’&gf},uﬁ
Lf'{)Ula/'f 3 [gﬁ‘gﬁd/]bﬂ/lb)&w 2 }W/Laf_l

Syt 8k 5 S 5E 4



23 f S Ful Ky )K(:’““ J'U/)/,i/ Sy S

8 it Qo S b B 2 3s 3 36 S A6 e Ut el Al
;l/"éi/dts»(}/ufsﬁcjﬁsﬁdwg/,uu::&nf";utjﬁsﬁdts{umnﬁsﬁﬁ‘gﬁn(}wfm;@
/15*3‘]&/((/60&?3"![@5‘?“& ZIr? Cifs e u r&ulgguﬂ}iﬁ B A
e bty
TSN

SeadE K3 SIS oSS S e Ul F U S
sfj,o/;/vd;/l/..aJ/“m/}u’/{/.,t,ekaplsu‘l;u{m//gcqlﬂfofﬁpuJLE%_%J?/?J:O
tdnf el Sl e A L3 R s Uiyl £
L3 )KJ:{" JrJGJu?l

J;%Lqqua@ﬁ;égsﬁésw uf}“pzzé./ﬁ“wu#d}ge/vaw%
e LLna{‘/uuf“;Luﬁﬁ%&&%/)dl}»um,vf-‘am/?}’-f“L—Z—19(;(5”@/;!KCJZJ
_Lal:‘lg&l;/(j‘a’l/Lgl)@Kd/}/y}w/uysfojfédcﬁ&;j’wl’/ﬁ

"determine Istehgaq separately for: (iii) treatment through public

hospitals, charitable institutions or any other institutions providing
healthcare” 7
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"The following ceilings shall apply for the free treatment of mustahig.
Indoor patients Rs. 2000=/ outdoor patients Rs.  1000=/.  For
medical treatment involving expenditure higher than the ceiling, the
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health welfare committee of the hospital will be competent to relax it

up to requisite limit”."”
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" Guzara allowance is a monthly grant meant for the chronic poor. It

aims to safeguard them from hunger which is both cause and

manifestation of extreme poverty. Its current monthly rate is PKR 1500

and is paid by the local Zakat committee of the area of residence of the

deserving (mustahiq) person”.14

e HEIE 1 S P F e s AN LR LE T sl L LS50
i RS Kb s e s NI et I U st
Ut S Pl & sslospess o
:&l/d:lﬁ"

Z:J'L)jo}?%%(}lgd)u:c«/!‘u'bﬁ L ZGCGI S e fo $it F St S5t
it e a1 U PSSl un s L LS sl AL Sl
e QeSS adlt s e e a1 E T s

"Marriage Assistance:The aim of marriage grant is to provide

financial assistance to the unmarried wamen who or their guardians

cannot afford

marriage expenses. Its current rate is 20,000pkr”
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"The Mustahiq can apply to local zakat committee for marriage
assistance. local zakat committee will determine istahgaq and will
process to District Zakat committee which will be release

funds-—-Payment will be made through a crossed cheque, drawn in
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the name of beneficiary only..A copy of Nikahnama will be

obtained for record berore effecting payment!”"
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"It extends to the whole of Pakistan, but (as regards payment and

recovery of Zakat & Ushr) applies only to Muslim citizens of

Pakistan *"

:‘Luﬁ’;ﬁruﬁ‘?‘fﬂ)n(‘”;Llié(;jﬁﬁuﬁ/"ﬁﬁg}w/ﬁ
"Utilization of Zakat Funds :assistance to the needy, the indigent and
the poor particularly orphans and widows, the handicapped and the
disabled, eligible to receive Zakat under Shariah for their

subsistence or rehabilitation” *'
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"A Medical Social Officer prepares the case histories of the
deserving and poor outdoor and indoor Muslim and non-Muslim
patients. They provide medicine and other health facilities to the

patients through Zakat.” 24
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"Utilization of Zakat Funds :(b)assistance to the needy persons
affected or rendered homeless due to natural calamities like floods
and earthquakes and for their rehabilitation® "
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