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The role of social welfare organizations in

poverty alleviation and Islamic teachings.

ABSTRACT

The standard of living in Pakistan is very low due to grinding poverty. The main
causes of impoverishment are a shortage of resources, overpopulation,
ignorance, and a lack of cooperation. In the old days, people shared pains and
pleasures, so they were in touch with each other. The community worked
together to address social issues and problems. Unfortunately, now things have
changed for the worse in modern times, and on many occasions, even blood
relatives act like strangers. A cycle of poverty is entrenched in society. People
are worried about tackling their own problems, not to speak of addressing
others’ issues. Since time immemorial, the rich have helped the poor. Before the
twentieth century, mutual cooperation was carried out in a personal capacity.
The world became acquainted with the concept of social welfare in the twentieth
century. Islam also encourages public welfare to combat destitution. The social
welfare agencies that are playing this leading role in good faith are highly
commendable. Poverty can be eradicated from Pakistan if the government,
charities and welfare organizations, and NGOs work together. This article
discusses the role of such welfare organizations in the fight against poverty and

Islamic teachings.

Keywords: social welfare, organizations, NGOs, Poverty, needy.
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“Social Welfare is the organized systems of social services and
institutions designed to aid individuals and groups to
attain satisfying standards of life and health and personal and
social relationships which permit them to develop their full
capacities and to promote their wellbeing in harmony with the

needs of their families and the community.”*
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