Nugqtah Journal of Theological Studies

g‘j - Editor: Dr Shumaila Majeed
(Bi-Annual)
N ol Languages: English, Urdu, Arabic
g pISSN: 2790-5330  elSSN: 2790-5349
Journal of
Theological Studies https://nugtahjts.com/index.php/njts

Published by

Resurgence Academic and Research

Institute Lahore (53720), Pakistan

_ Email: editor@nugtahjts.com

,b/'/ Ko cpro§ /Gufu‘? UT}:MJ,}V:J LQ’.{V
Inner Hermeneutics and the Semantics of Exegesis: The Role of
the Persian Sufi Tradition in Qur’anic Understanding

Dr. Hafiz Mansoor Ahmad

Assistant Professor, Department of Persian, University of Sargodha, Sargodha, Pakistan.
Email: mansoor.ahmad@uos.edu.pk

Abdul Ghafoor
MPhil Scholar, Department of Islamic Studies, Government College University Faisalabad (GCUF),
Pakistan.
Email: akashan09(@gmail.com

Dr. Hafiz Zahid Farooq

Lecturer, Department of Islamic Studies, University of Kamalia, Pakistan.
Email: zahid.6515202@gmail.com

N ACCESS

Published online: 02 June, 2025

q View this issue ‘ @ @ \

Complete Guidelines and Publication details can be found at:

https://nuqgtahjts.com/index.php/njts/publication-ethics



mailto:mansoor.ahmad@uos.edu.pk
mailto:akashan09@gmail.com
mailto:zahid.6515202@gmail.com
https://nuqtahjts.com/index.php/njts/publication-ethics

2 (2025uy268.32)1 25 Ao L5

Abstract

This study explores the distinctive hermeneutical role of the Persian Sufi tradition in shaping approaches
to Qur’anic understanding, focusing particularly on the dynamic interplay between ta'wil al-batin
(esoteric interpretation) and ta’wil al-lafz (semantic and lexical interpretation). While classical Islamic
scholarship has long maintained a balance between exoteric and esoteric readings, the Persian Sufi
intellectual and poetic corpus provides a unique synthesis in which linguistic nuance, symbolic
imagination, and spiritual ontology converge to form a multilayered exegetical model. Drawing on
seminal Persian Sufi texts—such as those by Riim1, ‘Attar, Najm al-Din Kubra, Isma ‘1l Haqq1 Bursawi,
and the School of Khurasan—the study examines how esoteric insight interacts with lexical precision to
create interpretations that transcend literal boundaries without detaching from the Qur’anic linguistic
structure. The research highlights how Persian Sufi authors employed metaphor, symbolic inversion,
rhythmic diction, and semantic layering to reveal spiritual depths encoded within Quranic vocabulary. In
this tradition, language becomes both veil and unveiling, enabling the reader to transition from the textual
surface to inner realities. The paper argues that Persian Sufi hermeneutics does not negate the outward
meanings but reconfigures them as portals toward spiritual cognition. By integrating linguistic sensitivity
with experiential spirituality, this tradition advances a holistic mode of Qur’anic comprehension that
unites word, meaning, and metaphysical vision.

Keywords: Persian Sufism, Qur’anic Hermeneutics, Ta’wil, Esoteric Interpretation, Semantic
Exegesis, Mystical Theology, Persian Literature
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