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Abstract

The concept of textual reinterpretation, or hermeneutical reconstruction, in Islamic hermeneutics
addresses the reevaluation of sacred texts such as the Quran and Sunnah in response to modern historical,
social, and cultural shifts. Emerging from 20th-century Islamic revival movements, it grapples with
challenges like globalization and contemporary issues including democracy, women's rights, and
bioethics. This paper examines three hermeneutical trends—text-centric (rooted in classical traditions),
reader-centric (influenced by postmodernism, e.g., Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd), and moderate (e.g., Fazlur
Rahman's Double Movement Theory)—through the framework of Maqasid al-Shariah. It critiques
reader-centric relativism for undermining core objectives like preserving faith and intellect, while
advocating a balanced, objectives-centered approach that upholds textual authority, respects consensus,
and enables adaptive ijtihad to harmonize eternal guidance with modern demands in Muslim societies.

Keywords: Textual Reinterpretation, Islamic Hermeneutics, Maqgasid al-Shariah, Ijtihad, Text-
Centric Approach, Reader-Centric Approach, Double Movement Theory, Islamic Revival.
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