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Abstract

This research paper critically examines the application of the principle of Daf al-Haraj (removal of
hardship) and Qillat al-Taklif (minimization of legal burden) in contemporary economic issues within
the framework of Islamic jurisprudence. The study argues that the unprecedented complexity of the
modern global economy characterized by inflation, digital currencies, international trade regulations, and
evolving financial systems has created new forms of economic hardship for Muslims. In response,
Islamic law, through its dynamic and flexible principles, provides viable solutions that ensure both
compliance with Shari‘ah and economic sustainability.

The paper explores key contemporary challenges such as inflation and currency devaluation, modern
contractual complexities, digital banking services, insurance systems, stock markets, and taxation
policies. It demonstrates how classical juristic tools such as maslahah (public interest), ‘urf (custom),
hajah (need), and dariirah (necessity) are employed to mitigate hardship and facilitate ease in economic
dealings. The concept of Islamic alternatives, such as Takaful (Islamic insurance), is analyzed as a
practical manifestation of cooperative risk-sharing aimed at reducing financial vulnerability.
Furthermore, the study highlights the juristic acceptance of digital assets and e-commerce mechanisms
through adaptive interpretations, including the recognition of constructive presence (hukmi majlis) and
the application of options like khiyar al-ru’yah (option of inspection) to safeguard transactions. It also
critically evaluates modern taxation systems, double taxation, and economic sanctions in light of Shari‘ah
objectives, emphasizing the balance between state necessity and individual financial capacity.

A critical dimension of this research underscores the need to maintain equilibrium between faysir
(facilitation) and tasahul (undue leniency), warning against the misuse of hardship-removal principles to
justify impermissible practices. The study concludes that Daf* al-Haraj serves as a foundational and
enduring mechanism that enables Islamic economic law to remain relevant, humane, and adaptable in
the face of rapid socio-economic transformations, while preserving the higher objectives (magasid) of
Shart‘ah.

Keywords: Daf ‘al-Haraj, Contemporary Economic Issues, Digital Currency, Takaful, Islamic
Jurisprudence, Maslahah, Hajah, Dariirah
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