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Abstract

This comparative study examines the fundamental doctrinal structures of Hinduism and Islam, two major
world religions with distinct theological frameworks. While Islam is founded on the principle of radical
monotheism (Tawhid), emphasizing Allah's absolute unity, transcendence, and incomparability,
Hinduism presents a pluralistic theological landscape ranging from polytheistic worship to monistic
philosophy (Advaita Vedanta). The research analyzes five key areas: the concept of God (Allah vs.
Brahman/I$vara), the nature of humanity (insan vs. atman), cosmology (creation narratives and temporal
frameworks), eschatology (judgment, afterlife, and salvation/moksa), and ethical systems (Shari‘ah-
based morality vs. Dharma and Karma). The study draws upon the Qur’an, hadith literature, Hindu
scriptures including the Vedas, Upanisads, and Bhagavad Gita, as well as classical and contemporary
scholarly works. The research reveals that despite surface-level similarities in certain moral and spiritual
principles, the two traditions exhibit fundamental differences in their understanding of divine nature,
human destiny, and the path to ultimate liberation. This study contributes to interfaith understanding by
identifying both convergences and irreconcilable distinctions between Islamic and Hindu doctrinal
frameworks.

Keywords: Comparative Theology, Tawhid, Brahman, Moksa, Shari‘ah, Karma, Prophethood, Avatara
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“Brahman is the infinite, the eternal, the unchanging reality underlying all things.”*
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“Truth is one, the wise call it by many names.”’
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“The Hindu understanding of the divine is characterized by a complex hierarchy of
manifestations, from the impersonal Brahman to personal deities, while Islam presents a
rigorously monotheistic conception where God is absolutely transcendent yet personally
involved with creation.”®
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