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Abstract

The tradition of Sufism is no fleeting apparition that graced a single age and then vanished beneath
the dust of history: rather, it is a spring of pure and living water that burst forth from the earliest
dawn of Islam and has flowed ever since through successive generations of learned hearts,
preserving through every century its vitality and freshness. The role played by the muhaddithiin
within this tradition was never merely that of transmitters and narrators; they were equally the
custodians and guardians of an inner spiritual inheritance that flowed from the fountainhead of
prophethood into the hearts of the faithful age after age. From Imam Sufyan al-Thawr to Imam
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, and from them onward to Imam Jalal al-Din al-Suyiitt and those who carried
the torch after him , this unbroken succession stands as a golden chain , each link receiving its
light from the one before and passing it faithfully to the one that follows. It was the singular
distinction of the muhaddithiin that they refused to confine tasawwuf within the walls of ecstatic
gatherings and sama assemblies; rather, they enshrined it within the chains of isnad and the proofs
of figh, preserving it in their written works as an authenticated intellectual legacy for every
generation yet to come. Within this historical continuum, the figure of Imam Ibn Rajab al-Hanbalt
stands as a great and stately tree whose roots are sunk deep into the soil of the salaf al-salihin and
whose branches spread their shade generously over the twin disciplines of hadith scholarship and
interior spiritual knowledge alike. In an age of singular delicacy: a time when the gulf between the
zahir and the batin threatened to widen irreparably, he demonstrated through his written legacy
that the muhaddith and the stiftyyah are not two separate and estranged beings, but rather two
flourishing fruits of one and the same spiritual tree. By according tasawwulf its rightful place within
the body of his learned works, he ensured that it would not remain the exclusive inheritance of the
khanqah and the retreat, but would find an honored seat at the intellectual table of the madrasa as
well. And so, he became one of the most credible witnesses this tradition has ever known: a witness
whose testimony was accepted not only by his own generation but by every century that followed,
and whose writings remain to this day the faithful custodians of this enduring truth.

Keywords: Tasawwuf, Spiritual Tradition, Imam Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali, Fath al-Bari.
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